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Hawarden to London, and prevent abstention
from debate becoming a habit. Otherwise there
seemed little reason for his interference. The
early record of the new Government was beyond
cavil. Cross was, if possible, an even better
Home Secretary than Bruce. Excellent measures
passed one after the other through the House.
After a short tussle with the Radical Group, the
leadership of the Liberal Party passed into the
safe hands of Lord Hartington : and no political
squall appeared on the horizon. Till 1876 there
was no sign that the Government of the peaceable
Disraeli would divagate into the excesses of im-
perialism, before subsiding into the quicksands of
a trade-slump. There is no point in emerging
from one's tent to find an armistice in full opera-
tion all along the windy plains of Troy.
But the occasion for the battle was near at
hand. The truce was over. The warfare was to
become more bloody than ever.
In May 1876 an abortive rising by Bulgaria led
to the Bashi Bazouk suppression known as the
" Bulgarian Atrocities," dismissed by Disraeli in
the House of Commons as " coffee-house babble.5*
Excitement spread all over the Balkan Peninsula.
The result was the despatch to Turkey of what
is known as the "Andrassy Note/9 signed by
Germany, Austria, and Russia. To this note
England, France, and Italy conformed. After the
murder of the French and German Consuls at
Salonika, the " Andrassy Note " was followed by